european renewable ethanol

PRESS RELEASE
19 DECEMBER 2016

ePURE appoints new Secretary General
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Brussels, Today - The European renewable ethanol associa=on (ePURE) has named Emmanuel Desplechin
as its new Secretary General eﬀec=ve immediately, replacing Robert Wright.
Desplechin, who joined ePURE in 2013, had previously been the associa?on’s Director for Government Aﬀairs,
and has a long career in the ethanol sector. Prior to joining ePURE, Desplechin held public aﬀairs posi?ons
with the Danish biotech company Novozymes, and UNICA, the Brazilian Sugarcane Industry Associa?on, and
has been Secretary General of the Industrial Ethanol Associa?on. A French ci?zen, Desplechin holds a Master
Degree from the Ins?tute of Poli?cal Studies of Bordeaux and an LL.M in European Law from the University
Carlos III of Madrid.
“This is a crucial moment for our industry as the EU considers its renewable energy mix for the coming
decades,” Desplechin said. “I’ll con;nue to work with policymakers to make sure they understand how
renewable European ethanol is driving the decarbonisa;on of EU transport -- as well as the beneﬁts it brings
to the environment, the agricultural economy, and food security.”
ePURE represents producers of European renewable ethanol, a safe and eﬀec?ve low-emission fuel that is
essen?al to achieving EU decarbonisa?on goals. Our 42 members, with 50 produc?on plants in 16 member
states, account for 85% of the installed ethanol capacity in Europe. In 2015, European renewable ethanol
transport fuel achieved 64% GHG savings compared to petrol, and its use reduced Europe’s annual GHG
emissions by 6 million tonnes -- equivalent to the annual emissions of 4 million new cars.
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Contact Details:
Mr. Craig Winneker
Director of Communica?ons
ePURE
T: +32 2 657 66 79
E: winneker@epure.org

www.epure.org

Rue de la Loi 223, B-1040 Brussels

About ePURE
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The European renewable ethanol associa?on (ePURE) represents the
interests of European renewable ethanol producers to the European
ins?tu?ons, industry stakeholders, the media, academia and the general
public. Based in Brussels, ePURE represents 42 members, with produc?on
plants in 16 member states, accoun?ng for about 85% of the installed
renewable ethanol capacity in Europe. The organisa?on, established in 2010,
promotes the beneﬁcial uses of ethanol throughout Europe.
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