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Message from the President and Secretary General

Charles-Albert Peers
President

It is often said that with every challenge comes an opportunity. 
For the ethanol industry, the past year has brought a lot of 
challenges, and at ePURE we have been working every day  
to make sure we turn them into opportunities.

The EU’s post-2020 climate and energy policy is now first  
and foremost on our agenda and drives most of our advocacy 
and communications efforts in Brussels and across Europe. 
The proposal by the European Commission to phase out 
conventional biofuels, announced in November 2016 as part  
of the Renewable Energy Directive recast, represents a real 
threat to our industry. But it also requires us to stand up and 
make an even stronger case for renewable ethanol as a solution 
for decarbonising the transport sector, and drive the transition 
towards a low-carbon and climate-resilient economy. 

That has meant identifying key allies in the EU institutions 
as well as among other stakeholder organisations to help us 
convince legislators not to diminish the role of sustainable 
biofuels in the transport energy mix. 

We have focused our messaging to policymakers and the public 
on some core issues: underlining the importance of biofuels 
– conventional and advanced – to meeting EU climate and 
energy goals; showing the strong and persistent public support 
for the use of crop-based biofuels, confirmed in a survey we 
commissioned in December; and promoting a policy debate  
that is supported by scientific and rational argument rather  
than emotional convictions. 

A European 
future for 
renewable 
ethanol
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Message from the President and Secretary General

Emmanuel Desplechin
Secretary General

Clearing up common misconceptions – which threaten not 
just the conventional biofuels industry and its ability to invest 
in advanced technology, but more importantly the EU’s ability 
to meet its climate and energy commitments – has been a 
critical focus. In our advocacy and communications activities 
– meetings, events, social media, digital content – we show 
lawmakers and the public how sustainable biofuels production 
delivers greenhouse gas (GHG) savings and contributes to  
food security.

The following pages show what we have done on several 
fronts over the past year as the voice of the renewable ethanol 
industry in Europe. Going forward into 2018, we will do even 
more along these lines to reassert ethanol’s place in the 
European renewable energy sector and bioeconomy at large.

 Renewable ethanol drives EU decarbonisation. 
 Why turn back now?
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ePURE reacted strongly to the European 

Commission’s revised Renewable Energy Directive 

proposal (RED II), which aims to reduce the share 

of crop-based biofuels in EU transport by 2030

ePURE worked with CEN to ensure the 

adoption of a fuel labelling standard – 

important for public acceptance of ethanol

blends. It will be implemented in 2018

ePURE published a report on low-carbon

fuels for the UK as input into the 

UK Government’s consultation on the 

Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation

On 1 January Belgium introduced 

the E10 petrol-ethanol fuel blend

Key Highlights (2016-17)

ePURE commissioned Dalia Research 

to conduct a EuroPulse opinion poll of 

11,000 Europeans about the topic of 

biofuels. The survey found that 69% of 

Europeans believe crop-based biofuels

should be encouraged ePURE published audited and aggregated 

industry statistics covering the period 2009-15 

Emmanuel Desplechin 

was appointed our new

Secretary General
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ADM and Kurana, operating 

production plants in Hungary 

and Lithuania respectively, 

joined ePURE. Assodistil and

SCB became associate members

ePURE co-organised the Politico 

event “Decarbonising Europe’s 

transport sector: On the road to low 

emission mobility” with speeches 

by Commission Vice President 

Maroš Šefčovič and Swedish 

Energy Minister Karolina Skog

ePURE, along with other 

members of the EU Biofuels 

Value Chain, sent EU energy

ministers a common position 

in response to the RED II

ePURE launched a digital media campaign

to highlight the decarbonisation benefits of 

European ethanol

ePURE co-hosted the F.O. Licht’s World 

Ethanol & Biofuels conference in Brussels

ePURE’s online presence was enhanced,

increasing the number of followers on 

our Twitter account by 20% and the 

number of followers on our LinkedIn 

account by 50%

In January ePURE organised with 

MEP Julie Girling a stakeholders 

meeting on RED II

Key Future Milestones

•  Low-Emission Mobility 
Communication – European 
Parliament own-initiative report  
– Q4 2017.

•  Clean Energy Package, including the 
revised Renewable Energy Directive 
– ordinary legislative procedure by 
the European Parliament and Council 
– Q4 2017.

•  Renewable Energy Progress Report 
European Parliament own  
initiative report. 
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European Parliament’s report on Renewable Energy 
Progress Report

ePURE supported Members of the European Parliament in their 
response to the European Commission’s 2015 Renewable Energy 
Progress report. The own-initiative report was adopted in June 
2016 by the Parliament’s Plenary and calls on the Commission 
“to improve the legislative framework so that it offers prospects 
for biofuels with high GHG savings, taking into account ILUC in 
the period after 2020.” 

Further information available on our website:

•  European Parliament calls for improved policies for high GHG 
saving biofuels post-2020 

Low-Emission Mobility

In July 2016, the Commission announced its intention to 
gradually phase out conventional biofuels in its Low-Emission 
Mobility Communication. ePURE developed a position paper 
and met most of the energy, transport and environmental 
attachés from the 28 EU Member States to alert them to 
the consequences and gain their support for an alternative 
approach that would seek the promotion of the best performing 
biofuels. ePURE also collaborated with the European Parliament 
in its drafting of its own-initiative report, a process that will 
continue in the second half of 2017.

Further information available on our website:

•  ePURE's views on the European Commission's Communication 
‘A European Strategy for Low-Emissions Mobility’ and  
the preparation of the ‘Renewable Energy Package’  

Renewable Energy Directive Post-2020 (RED II)

Following public consultations on a renewable energy policy 
for the post-2020 period and the sustainability regime for 
bioenergy, ePURE presented its views to Commissioners’ 
cabinets, and provided input to the consultation on ‘ILUC 
mitigation.’ On 30 November 2016 the Commission issued 
its RED II, with plans to phase out crop-based biofuels and 
replace them with advanced. ePURE urged rejection of the 
plans because they play biofuels against each other, undermine 
investment certainty and work against the twin EU objectives 
of increasing renewables and decarbonising transport. ePURE 
held meetings with key policymakers involved in the RED II 
and discussions in support of ePURE’s position at the European 
Parliament. ePURE is reaching out to all MEPs in the key five 
committees as well as to Member State capitals and Permanent 
Representations. ePURE is coordinating advocacy efforts and 
partnering with stakeholders in the biofuels chain and fuel 
suppliers to explore synergies on the legislation. 

Further information available on our website:

•  ePURE’s position on the European Commission proposal  
for a revised Renewable Energy Directive

•  Policy briefing: Renewable Energy Directive (RED II)

•  Biofuels Value Chain - Key Principles for the RED II

•  SULTAN modelling to explore the potential contribution of 
bioethanol to EU transport GHG reduction in 2030 (Ricardo)

The proposal 
to phase out 
conventional 
biofuels has 
dominated ePURE’s 
advocacy and 
alliance-building 
efforts over the  
past year.

Building policy support for ethanol in Europe
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http://epure.org/media/1410/contribution-of-ethanol-to-eu-transport-ghg-reduction.pdf
http://epure.org/media/1410/contribution-of-ethanol-to-eu-transport-ghg-reduction.pdf


Implementation of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED)

With the deadline for transposing the ‘ILUC Directive’ set for 
September 2017, ePURE and its members have worked with 
national governments as they implement the new rules. ePURE 
responded to public consultations organised by governments 
in the UK and the Netherlands. ePURE and some of its members 
also reached out to selected governments in support of 
implementing the optional sub-target for advanced biofuels. 

Further information available on our website:

•  Update of the overview of biofuel policies and markets  
across EU-28

•  ePURE responses on ILUC mitigation consultation

• Low carbon biofuels for the UK (ECOFYS)

European Parliament own-initiative report on palm oil  
and deforestation of rainforests 

In April, the European Parliament adopted the own-initiative 
report on Palm oil and deforestation of rainforests, calling for 
“phasing out the use of vegetable oils that drive deforestation, 
including palm oil, as a component of biofuels.” The report 
also recommends “finding and promoting more sustainable 
alternatives for biofuel use, such as European oils produced 
from domestically cultivated rape and sunflower seeds.” ePURE 
worked with the European Parliament to ensure that not all 
crop-based biofuels were treated equally, as is the case in the

Commission’s approach, and pointed to peatland drainage  
as the source of most controversies surrounding the  
biofuels debate. 

Biofuel default values

Ahead of the RED II proposal, ePURE provided input into the 
European Commission consultations on the updated Joint 
Research Centre report on the default GHG emission values  
for biofuels.

Clean Vehicle Directive

The Commission will present a proposal for the revision of the 
Clean Vehicles Directive in Q4 2017. ePURE took part in the 
consultation process, and advocated for a revised legislative tool 
that will promote environmentally friendly alternatives. 

Fuel Blends

ePURE took part in work aimed at proposing an E85 draft 
standard in 2017, which will go to an enquiry vote in Q3 2017. 
The E20 work conducted in the context of the H2020 moved 
forward in 2016/2017, with the publication of a vehicles  
testing tender. This second part of the project will complete  
the fuel testing.

E10 introduction in Belgium

ePURE supported the Belgian Bioethanol Association (BBA) 
during the introduction of E10 fuel blend, containing up to 10% 
ethanol and the rest petrol, in Belgium in January 2017.

Building policy support for ethanol in Europe
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European ethanol industry statistics

ePURE published its annual industry statistics in September.  
The statistics contained audited and aggregated data from 
ePURE member companies and provided a comprehensive 
overview of the EU ethanol market situation for the  
year 2009-2015. This exercise will be reproduced in 2017  
for 2016 figures.

EU trade agreements with third countries

ePURE continued to follow a range of relevant free trade 
agreements being negotiated or in the process of being 
implemented. After three years of deliberations the EU adopted 
the CETA free trade agreement with Canada. ePURE warned 
of possible EU tariff circumvention on ethanol from the USA 
due the NAFTA agreement between Canada and USA and will 
continue to monitor trade flows from Canada accordingly. The 
negotiations for a Transatlantic Trade Investment Partnership 
between the EU and the US have not progressed significantly in 
the past year and no new market access offers on ethanol have 
been exchanged between the EU and Mercosur. 

Product classification and other customs matters

The question about the correct customs classification of certain 
mixtures of ethanol and other chemicals resurfaced in 2016. 
ePURE provided its views on these matters to ensure that  
no new loopholes for ethanol imports would inadvertently 
be created as a result of the Commission’s attempt to clarify 
existing rules. 

Ensuring a balanced and competitive European ethanol market

ePURE worked to 
inform policymakers 
on key trade and 
market issues.
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Anti-dumping 

On 9 June 2016 the General Court annulled the anti-dumping 
duties for the five US producers that were included in the 
sample of exporters during the investigation. The Council 
appealed the judgment on 19 August 2016. The duties remain 
in place for the duration of the Court case. The duties were 
imposed for 5 years on 18 February 2013 and are set to expire 
on 19 February 2018.

Exemptions from excise for denatured alcohol not for 
human consumption

The European Commission is in the process of reviewing the 
Alcohol Structure Directive, which provides a harmonised legal 
base for the EU excise duty system for alcohol. ePURE supports 
the Commission’s objective to ensure equal fiscal treatment, fair 
competition and level playing fields, as well as preventing fraud 
and abuse of the regimes. 

Further information available on our website:

• European renewable ethanol - key figures 2015

• ePURE press release on CETA

Ensuring a balanced and competitive European ethanol market
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Over the past year, 
ePURE has focused 
its communications 
efforts on promoting 
ethanol’s role in 
decarbonising 
transport and 
boosting food 
security.

Highlighting ethanol’s importance as a fuel of the future

Leading the charge against RED II 

Before, during and after the European Commission’s 
announcement in November that it wants to phase out 
conventional biofuel use in the EU by 2030, ePURE took  
a leading role in making a strong case for ethanol’s place in  
the EU energy mix. In press releases, leaflets, social media 
postings and op-ed articles, ePURE stressed the importance  
of European ethanol in meeting GHG ambitions for transport, 
the value that biofuels production brings to Europe’s farmers 
and food security, and the damage another policy change 
would do to investment in advanced biofuel technology. 

Reinforcing strong public support for biofuels

A pan-European opinion survey of 11,000 citizens commissioned 
by ePURE and conducted by Dalia Research in December 2016 
found continued strong support for biofuels in Europe – despite 
Commission claims to the contrary. ePURE used the research 
data to show policymakers and the media that even when 
confronted with the typical criticisms of biofuels, the public 
wants EU policies to support them. This data fed into our new 
digital media campaign in support of ethanol – which got under 
way in early 2017 and will continue to build throughout the 
remainder of the year as the RED II debate heats up. 
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Highlighting ethanol’s importance as a fuel of the future

Building a stronger public profile for ethanol

ePURE worked to raise the profile of the industry and make 
ourselves more vocal in the EU energy and climate debate. 
ePURE began 2017 with a high-level debate in the European 
Parliament on initial reactions to the Commission’s RED II 
proposal. Attendance was standing-room-only and resulted 
in coverage in numerous media outlets about our industry 
position. This was followed in late January by a major Politico 
conference on transport decarbonisation, which included op-ed 
articles and advertising asking policymakers not to “turn back” 
now by abandoning ethanol. ePURE also participated in several 
public debates and conferences in Brussels and across Europe  
on biofuels and EU energy policy. 

ePURE press releases:

•  More ambition needed to decarbonise EU transport, energy 
experts say – 26 January 2017

•  Poll: Europeans want EU policy to promote crop-based biofuels 
– 23 January 2017

•  Experts tell MEPs: Proposal to phase out conventional biofuels 
threatens EU climate ambitions – 10 January 2017

•  ePURE appoints new Secretary General – 19 December 2016

•  Commission’s proposal to phase out conventional biofuels 
ignores science and jeopardises biofuel investments  
– 30 November 2016 

•  Commission’s biofuel plans will cost Europe’s cereal and beet 
farmers at least €2 billion per year – 10 November 2016

•  Europe’s 2030 renewables policy needs a strong approach  
on biofuels – 4 October 2016

•  European ethanol’s greenhouse gas savings increase 8.5%  
in 2015, now at 64% direct savings – new industry statistics  
– 22 September 2016

•  CETA threatens to trigger US ethanol exports  
to EU through the back door - ePURE – 22 September 2016

•  EU should strengthen existing sustainability rules for biofuels 
and promote only the most sustainable – 22 July 2016

•  Europe’s green transport strategy cannot afford to ignore 
ethanol’s high GHG savings – 20 July 2016

•  Higher ethanol use can lead to 14% GHG reduction  
in European transport by 2030 - new study – 13 July 2016

•  European Parliament calls for improved policies for  
high GHG saving biofuels post-2020 – 23 June 2016
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About us

ePURE is a 
members-driven 
association, with a 
Board of Directors, 
Working Groups 
and a permanent 
Secretariat based  
in Brussels.

ePURE has a number 
of permanent Working Groups 

and task forces that provide 
technical expertise and advisory 

support to the Board on a 
number of topics

Once a year all the members meet at the 
Annual General Assembly. The General 
Assembly confirms the annual budget 
and accounts, the President and Vice-
President of the association and updates 
the association’s bylaws as necessary. 

The Board of Directors consists of senior 
executives of companies based in 
Europe who are directly involved in the 
production of renewable ethanol. The 
Board meets at least four times a year, 
and determines new strategies, policies, 
positions, actions and representations  
of the association.  

It delegates responsibilities to the 
President and the Secretary General  
and appoints the latter. 

ePURE has a number of permanent 
Working Groups and task forces that 
provide technical expertise and advisory 
support to the Board on a number of 
topics. These groups are composed of 
experts from our member companies  
and are coordinated by the Secretariat. 

ePURE also coordinates a national 
ethanol platform consisting of national 
ethanol associations and a beverage  
and industrial alcohol platform. 

The Secretariat supports the Board and 
the various working groups and task 
forces and is responsible for the day-to-
day work of the association. 

The Secretary General oversees the 
Secretariat’s work and ensures that 
the association’s priorities are being 
developed and implemented.
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Working Groups and Task Forces

Platforms Secretariat

General Assembly

Government Affairs 
Working Group

Trade Affairs 
Working Group

Communications 
Working Group

Technical  
Task Forces

Board
Beverage & Industrial 

Alcohol Platform
Secretary General

National Ethanol 
Platform

Staff

Our structure
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Archer Daniels Midland  
Hungary 

www.adm.com

Agrana 
Austria 

www.agrana.com

Alco Bio Fuel 
Belgium 

www.alcobiofuel.com

Almagest 
Bulgaria 

www.almagest-bg.eu

Altia 
Finland 

www.altiacorporation.com

Bioagra 
Poland 

www.bioagra.pl

Clariant 
Germany 

www.clariant.com

Cristal Union 
France 

www.cristal-union.fr

CropEnergies 
Germany 

www.cropenergies.com

DuPont 
Netherlands 

www.dupont.com

Enviral 
Slovakia 

www.enviral.sk

Essentica 
Bulgaria 

www.essentica.eu

Kurana 
Lithuania 

www.kurana.lt

KWST 
Germany 

www.kwst.com

Lantmännen 
Sweden 

www.lantmannen.com

Nordzucker 
Germany 

www.nordzucker.de

Novozymes 
Denmark 

www.novozymes.com

Pannonia Ethanol 
Hungary 

www.pannoniaethanol.com

Suiker Unie 
Netherlands 

www.suikerunie.nl

Tereos 
France 

www.tereos.com

Verbio 
Germany 

www.verbio.de

Vivergo Fuels 
United Kingdom 

www.vivergofuels.com

Board member companies

ePURE’s Board 
members are 
companies that 
produce renewable 
ethanol in Europe or 
have a high degree 
of participation in 
the sector. 
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* Joint venture between ADM and Agrana

Members
1 Agrana
2 Alco Bio Fuel
3 Almagest
4 Altia
5 Bioagra
6 British Sugar
7 Clariant
8 Cristal Union 
9 CropEnergies
10 Enviral
11 Essentica
12 Hungrana*
13 Kurana
14 KWST
15 Lantmännen
16 Nordzucker
17 Pannonia Ethanol
18 Suiker Unie
19 Tereos
20 Verbio
21 Vivergo Fuels 

Non-members
22 Biochemtex
23 Cargill
24 NEOT
25 Roquette Frères
26 Trilantic Europe 

43 production plants

16 Member States
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Associate members

A number of 
organisations that 
do not produce in 
ethanol in Europe 
are associate 
members of ePURE. 
Typically these 
organisations are 
national ethanol 
associations or 
are involved in 
the ethanol value 
chain and cover a 
diverse range of 
sectors including 
engineering and 
enzyme technology.

Assodistil 
Italy 

www.assodistil.it

BBA 
Belgium 

www.belgianbioethanol.be

Beta Tec 
Germany 

www.betatechopproducts.com

CTE Global 
USA 

www.cte-global.com

Lallemand Biofuels  
& Distilled Spirits 

Denmark 
www.lallemandbds.com

Lesaffre Advanced Fermentations 
France 

www.lesaffreadvancedfermentations.com

Mitsui & Co 
Germany 

www.mitsui.com

NAPA 
United Kingdom

Philbro 
USA 

www.pahc.com

Praj 
India 

www.praj.net

SNPAA 
France 

www.alcool-bioethanol.net

Starsupply  
Switzerland  

www.starsupply.ch

Tarkim 
Turkey 

www.tarimsalkimya.com.tr

UEP 
Czech Republic

UNGDA 
France 

www.ungda.com

VetterTec 
Germany 

www.vettertec.de

Vogelbusch 
Austria 

www.vogelbusch-bioethanol.com

Zernoff 
Moldova 

www.zernoff.md

VetterTec
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Our team

Andreas Guth
Senior Manager  
Government Affairs

Angelina Bartosik
Government Affairs Manager

Maya Halaoui
Office Manager

Victor Bernabeu
Technical Affairs Manager

Barry Magee
Communications Manager

Emmanuel Desplechin
Secretary General

Craig Winneker
Director of Communications
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Designed by ACW, London,  UK 
www.acw.uk.com

Rue de la Loi 223 
B-1040 Brussels 
Belgium

+32 2 657 66 79

 @epure_ethanol

www.epure.org

www.acw.uk.com

