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Europe’s 2030 renewables policy needs a strong approach on
biofuels
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Brussels, Today – The European Commission should apply its own latest available science on biofuels if the EU
renewable energy policy is to be a success, says the European renewable ethanol associaBon (ePURE).
In its July Communica0on on Low Emission Mobility, the Commission indicated it is considering a complete phase-out of
all conven0onal biofuels - despite the Commission’s own analyses showing the environmental beneﬁts of conven0onal
biofuels varies considerably. In a new posi0on paper, ePURE argues the Commission should provide policy support to
conven0onal biofuels that measurably show strong environmental performance, such as European ethanol, and phase out
those biofuels that pose high risks of indirect land use change (ILUC), such as biofuel made from palm oil and imported
used cooking oil.
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European ethanol is proven to have low ILUC risks and 64% direct GHG savings on average compared to fossil fuel. Phasing
it out goes contrary to the Commission’s scien0ﬁc analyses and will rob transport of a credible green alterna0ve to petrol.
Ethanol is needed because other alterna0ves (e.g electriﬁca0on) will not ramp up quickly enough to make a signiﬁcant
contribu0on to the 18-19% transport emission reduc0ons needed to achieve the EU target of 40% emission reduc0ons by
2030.
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ePURE urges the Commission to reconsider the direc0on it is taking with its future policy for biofuels and propose policy
measures that promote sustainable biofuels that are “ILUC compliant”, irrespec0ve of whether they are conven0onal or
advanced. Policy must allow all sustainable biofuels, conven0onal and advanced, to contribute to the EU climate
objec0ves, through either binding blending targets or an obliga0on to reduce the CO2 intensity of transport fuels.
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“A one-size-ﬁts-all approach to conven4onal biofuels risks throwing out the good biofuels along with the bad. The
Commission should apply its own science and support all sustainable biofuels, including European ethanol. In this way, the
Commission can design a policy that incen4vises beDer environmental performance and maximises emissions savings”,
said Robert Wright, Secretary General of ePURE.
– ENDS –

Notes to editors:
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“ILUC compliant biofuels”, refers to those biofuels that meet at least one of the following condi0ons:
o Biofuels volumes pre-2009, because the feedstocks were largely grown on former set-aside land hence have no ILUC, a view
that is fully consistent with ILUC science, (IFRPI, 2011 and GLOBIOM, 2016);
o ‘ILUC amor0sed’ biofuels: as per GLOBIOM and all other ILUC studies, no ILUC factor could apply to biofuels a_er the
amor0za0on period used to calculate that factor ends;
o ‘Low-ILUC risk’ biofuels if the risk of ILUC can be mi0gated (e.g. through increased yields, use of unused land, mul0cropping)
and cer0ﬁed according to the methodology being developed by the Commission under its obliga0on in the ILUC Direc0ve;
o Biofuels that can comply with the minimum GHG savings threshold for biofuels a_er relevant ILUC regulatory factors are
included (i.e. those factors as would be calculated by the GLOBIOM model on the basis of speciﬁc biofuel volumes from speciﬁc
feedstocks by 2030).
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About ePURE
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The European renewable ethanol associa0on (ePURE) represents the
interests of European renewable ethanol producers to the European
ins0tu0ons, industry stakeholders, the media, academia and the general
public. Based in Brussels, ePURE represents 42 member companies, with
produc0on plants in 16 member states, accoun0ng for about 85% of the
installed renewable ethanol capacity in Europe. The organisa0on, established
in 2010, promotes the beneﬁcial uses of ethanol throughout Europe.
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