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EU should strengthen exis1ng sustainability rules for biofuels and
promote only the most sustainable

!!

Brussels, Today – A European Court of Auditors report published yesterday has found that there are a number of gaps in
the European Commission’s exis1ng biofuels sustainability cer1ﬁca1on framework. The European renewable ethanol
associa1on (ePURE) welcomes a number of the report’s ﬁndings despite the fact that the report assessed the
sustainability frameworks in only 4 member states. The sustainability regime for biofuels in Europe can and should be
strengthened further to ensure that only the most sustainable biofuels, like European ethanol, are promoted by EU
policy aIer 2020.
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ePURE fully agrees with the report’s ﬁndings regarding gaps in the exis:ng biofuels sustainability framework which do not
adequately safeguard against “conﬂict over land ownership, forced or child labour, poor working condi:ons for farmers
and dangers to health and safety” and will support measures to address this. Biofuels found to have been produced under
such circumstances should be totally prohibited in Europe.
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In its recent Roadmap to 2030 ePURE calls for a number of measures to strengthen the sustainability of biofuels used in
Europe, including:
- The exis:ng sustainability rules for biofuels should be maintained and strengthened to ensure robust and fraud
proof cer:ﬁca:on.
- Full sustainability criteria and traceability requirements should be applied for all advanced biofuels and other
bioenergy op:ons, as they currently are for conven:onal biofuels.
- The same sustainability criteria applied to biofuels should be applied to all transport fuels, including petrol and
diesel, to ensure that there is a level playing ﬁeld for transport fuels.
- Allow biofuels with low indirect land use change (ILUC) risks to contribute to the EU 2030 climate targets.
- The use of palm oil, which has high land use impacts, should be prohibited in Europe, par:cularly in the biofuel
sector.
- EU agricultural cross-compliance obliga:ons should be extended to biofuels produced from non-EU crops and
feedstock.
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ePURE welcomes the Commission’s current review of the sustainability of all bioenergy for the period aTer 2020 and
urges it to learn lessons from the exis:ng policy framework. The Commission should adhere to its recent GLOBIOM study
to iden:fy and diﬀeren:ate between those biofuels that are sustainable and those that have unacceptably high levels of
ILUC risk, such as palm oil.
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“We are the only sector in the en:re world which actually apply any type of mandatory sustainability rules for our
products. The GLOBIOM study clearly shows that there are a number of good biofuels, including European ethanol, that
are en:rely sustainable and the Commission should fully back these biofuels in its post-2020 policies. European ethanol
has 63% GHG savings, low land use impacts and no nega:ve social consequences or eﬀects on food prices - it is the type
of good biofuel that Europe should support”, said Robert Wright, Secretary-General of ePURE.
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The European renewable ethanol associa:on (ePURE) represents the
interests of European renewable ethanol producers to the European
ins:tu:ons, industry stakeholders, the media, academia and the general
public. Based in Brussels, ePURE represents 42 member companies, with
produc:on plants in 16 member states, accoun:ng for 90% of the installed
renewable ethanol capacity in Europe. The organisa:on, established in
2010, promotes the beneﬁcial uses of ethanol throughout Europe.
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