
 

Commission’s	 proposal	 to	 phase	 out	 conven3onal	 biofuels	
ignores	science	and	jeopardises	biofuel	investments	!!!
Brussels,	Today	–	The	European	renewable	ethanol	associa3on	(ePURE)	regrets	the	European	Commission’s	inten3ons	
to	phase	out,	or	significantly	reduce,	the	use	of	conven3onal	biofuels	in	Europe,	contained	in	the	proposed	Renewable	
Energy	Direc3ve	 for	 the	 period	 post-2020,	 published	 as	 part	 of	 the	 “Clean	 Energy	 Package”	 today.	 The	 Commission	
proposed	to	reduce	the	maximum	contribu3on	of	conven3onal	biofuels,	such	as	ethanol	made	from	corn,	wheat	and	
sugar	beet,	to	the	EU	2030	renewable	target	-	from	a	maximum	of	7%	of	transport	fuels	in	2021	to	3.8%	in	2030.	The	
Commission	 also	 proposed	 a	 binding	 blending	 obliga3on	 of	 6.8	 %	 to	 promote	 other	 ‘low	 emissions	 fuels’	 such	 as	
renewable	electricity	and	advanced	biofuels	used	in	transport.	!
The	proposal	conflicts	with	the	propor1onality	principle	and	subsidiarity	of	the	EU	Member	States,	as	per	the	EU	Treaty,	in	
so	far	as	it	conflicts	with	the	Member	States	ability	to	decide	upon	their	own	renewable	energy	mixes.	!
A	reduc1on	of	 the	 limit	on	conven1onal	biofuels	use	 to	3.8%	undermines	 the	exis1ng	€16	billion	 invested	 in	European	
biofuel	 produc1on	 facili1es	 since	 2003	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	 EU	 biofuels	 policy.	 The	 proposed	 phase	 out	 of	 conven1onal	
biofuels	means	that	the	Commission	has	now	proposed	4	different	changes	to	the	targets	for	renewable	energy	use	in	EU	
transport	since	the	adop1on	of	its	first	biofuels	policy	in	2003.	The	proposal	also	backtracks	on	the	compromise	agreed	by	
the	EU	 ins1tu1ons	as	part	of	 the	 revision	of	 the	Renewable	Energy	Direc1ve	 in	2015,	which	Member	States	have	only	
begun	 the	 process	 of	 implemen1ng.	 This	 permanent	 policy	 flux	 is	 diametrically	 opposite	 to	 the	 Commission’s	 BeTer	
Regula1on	Agenda	and	has	created	an	impossible	policy	environment	that	significantly	jeopardises	further	investments	in	
both	conven1onal	and	advanced	biofuels	in	Europe.	!
Significantly,	 the	 Commission’s	 proposal	 does	 not	 deliver	 on	 the	 mandate	 given	 to	 the	 Commission	 by	 Council	 and	
Parliament	to	develop	a	post-2020	policy	that	will	promote	sustainable	biofuels	with	high	GHG	savings.	Instead	of	further	
promo1ng	 renewable	 alterna1ve	 fuels,	 such	 as	 sustainable	 biofuels	 made	 in	 Europe	 and	 produced	 from	 European	
feedstock,	the	Commission’s	proposal	is	incredibly	friendly	to	oil.	Conven1onal	ethanol	produced	in	Europe	has	high	GHG	
savings	 of	 64%	 compared	 to	 petrol	 and	 the	 Commission’s	 research	 proves	 that	 it	 has	 a	 low	 risk	 of	 nega1ve	 land	 use	
consequences	–	it	is	the	type	of	good	biofuel	that	should	be	supported	by	future	policy.	!
“This	poli)cal	decision	is	not	jus)fied	and	ignores	the	Commission’s	own	science	which	shows	that	ethanol	is	a	low	carbon	
fuel.	It	is	purely	a	poli)cal	decision	that	runs	contrary	to	the	Commission’s	be>er	regula)on	agenda.	The	biofuel	sector	feel	
betrayed	by	the	Commission	because	of	its	complete	disregard	for	the	investments	made	in	good	faith	on	the	basis	of	EU	
policy”,	said	Robert	Wright,	Secretary-General	of	ePURE.	!
“The	 Commission	 is	 totally	 detached	 from	 reality	 if	 it	 expects	 that	 its	 proposal	 will	 result	 in	 significant	 investments	 in	
advanced	 biofuels,	 given	 that	most	 of	 the	 poten)al	 investors	 have	 already	 been	 burned	 by	 the	 Commission's	 previous	
biofuels	u-turns.	ePURE	calls	on	Member	States	and	Parliament	to	seek	the	promo)on	of	advanced	biofuels	in	addi)on	to	
conven)onal	biofuels”,	added	Mr.	Wright.	!
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(1)	Limit	the	share	of	conven3onal	biofuels	in	transport	to	7%	of	all	transport	energy.

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/1_en_act_part1_v7_1.pdf
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Contact	Details:	
Mr.	Barry	Magee	
Communica1ons	Manager	
ePURE	
T:	+32	2	657	66	79	
E:	magee@epure.org
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About	ePURE	!
The	 European	 renewable	 ethanol	 associa1on	 (ePURE)	 represents	 the	
interests	 of	 European	 renewable	 ethanol	 producers	 to	 the	 European	
ins1tu1ons,	 industry	 stakeholders,	 the	 media,	 academia	 and	 the	 general	
public.	 Based	 in	 Brussels,	 ePURE	 represents	 42	 member	 companies,	 with	
produc1on	 plants	 in	 16	 member	 states,	 accoun1ng	 for	 about	 85%	 of	 the	
installed	renewable	ethanol	capacity	in	Europe.	The	organisa1on,	established	
in	2010,	promotes	the	beneficial	uses	of	ethanol	throughout	Europe.
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